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of the MUTCD.

as placed by Table 2C-4, Condition B

to the Advance Warning Sign (W10-1)

should be located directly adjacent

is used, a portion of the symbol

When the pavement marking symbol

each lane.

be placed adjacent to each other in

lanes and separate RXR symbols shall

shall extend across all approach

On multi-lane roads, the stop lines

may vary according to lane width.

The transverse spread of the "X"

NOTES

1-1-14

'LANE-REDUCTION ARROW'.

'LANE DROP ARROW' detail to

Added bike symbol.  Renamed

to center line.

present.  Stop line placed perpendicular

rail or 8' (2.4 m) back from gate, if

Approximately 15' (4.5 m) from nearest

for stop line at RR crossing.

bike symbol.  Revised note 

Added symbols.  Revised
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a

a

Height

Legend

Size

Arrow
a

6' (1.8 m) Small 2.9 (74)

8' (2.4 m) Large 3.8 (96)

6' (1.8 m) legend and 4 (100) for 8' (2.4 m) legend.

numerals should be approximately 3 (75) for

The space between adjacent letters or
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between words)

and word or

(Between arrow

 50' (15 m): rural

 20' (6 m): urban
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Use mirror image for left lane.

Right lane-reduction arrow shown.
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Option:
03  Blue lines may supplement white parking space markings of each parking space designated for use only by 

persons with disabilities.
Support:

04  Additional parking space markings for the 
purpose of designating spaces for use only by 
persons with disabilities are discussed in Section 
3B.20 and illustrated in Figure 3B-22.  The design 
and layout of accessible parking spaces for persons 
with disabilities is provided in the “Americans 
with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines 
(ADAAG)” (see Section 1A.11).

Section 3B.20  Pavement Word, Symbol, 
and Arrow Markings

Support:
01  Word, symbol, and arrow markings on the 

pavement are used for the purpose of guiding, 
warning, or regulating traffic.  These pavement 
markings can be helpful to road users in some 
locations by supplementing signs and providing 
additional emphasis for important regulatory, 
warning, or guidance messages, because the 
markings do not require diversion of the road 
user’s attention from the roadway surface.  Symbol 
messages are preferable to word messages.  
Examples of standard word and arrow pavement 
markings are shown in Figures 3B-23 and 3B-24.

   Stroke width:
 Minimum = 3 inches
 Special = 4 inches

Height of symbol:
Minimum = 28 inches
Special = 41 inches

Width of symbol:
Minimum = 24 inches
Special = 36 inches

Note: Blue background and 
white border are optional

Figure 3B-22.  International Symbol of
Accessibility Parking Space Marking

Figure 3B-23.  Example of Elongated Letters for Word Pavement Markings

5.9 ft

8 ft

December 2009 Sect. 3B.19 to 3B.20
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Figure 3B-24.  Examples of Standard Arrows for Pavement Markings

23.5 ft

D - Wrong-Way Arrow

27.0
inches

4.75 ft

27.0 inches

E - Wrong-Way Arrow Using Retroreflective
 Raised Pavement Markers

F - Lane-Reduction Arrow

5.67 ft

18.0 ft

Edge of
Pavement

B - Turn Lane-Use Arrow
8.0 ft

OR

9.5 ft

OR

A - Through Lane-Use Arrow

OR

12.75 ft

C - Turn and Through Lane-Use Arrow

Notes:
 1. Typical sizes for normal installation; sizes may be reduced approximately one-third for low-speed urban conditions; 

larger sizes may be needed for freeways, above average speeds, and other critical locations.  
 2. The narrow elongated arrow designs shown in Drawings A, B, and C are optional.  
 3. For proper proportion, see the Pavement Markings chapter of the “Standard Highway Signs and Markings” book 

(see Section 1A.11).

Sect. 3B.20 December 2009
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